Prelude to lvan’s War #8 Jan 14 22 


The Data Heist 


The DDD News logo is displayed on a screen and George Ferrier appears on the 
screen. George Ferrier said, “| am George Ferrier of DDD News. In today’s news, most 
mainstream companies all over the world were shut down today as their entire 
datacenters were cleared out completely without a trace. Data experts say this may 
have been the work of the Hacker or some cyber terrorist that is planning to destroy all 
the data of the world. The Cyber Police have checked and examined the datacenters 
and they say there is no way someone on this earth was able to pull off such a crime. 
They are implying that some supernatural force was behind this.” Keith is watching this 
on TV in the monastery with Master Augi. Keith said, “They even got into my universe 
or the universe that used to be mine.” Augi said, “We have sent every available monk 
we can find to search the vast reaches of the Ultraverse. We still have no clue where 
this missing data could be. Who would want so much useless data from the universes 
of the Ultraverse? Keith said, “| know something is up. Something tells me it may not 
be the data itself. Someone is planning on using the data for a reason we cannot 
conceive.” 


A red-haired female monk is flying a monk battle starship through Ultraverse 
space. The monk presses some buttons on the starship’s computer. The monk said, 
“Monk Emma reporting to Monk Home Base. Do you read me?” Keith appears on the 
screen on the dashboard of the fighter. Keith said, “We are reading you.” Emma said, 
“| have done some searching of the more obscure and crime ridden universes of the 
Ultraverse. | have received a tip from someone that may know something about the 
data heist. He lives in a war-torn world somewhere in universe X-6667. | am going to 
that universe to meet this man and see if he can help us. Emma out.” 


Emma lands the starship in the dunes outside of a low-tech looking city. Emma 
treks down the streets and she looks at a paper she has. Emma said, “I was to meet 
this man at Club Dutrain.”. Emma finds Club Dutrain and it is a scummy club where 
shady people hang out and fight each other. Emma goes to the bar and takes a seat. 
Some thin guy with a white face with red lipstick smiles at Emma. He grabs onto 
Emma’s hand and he keeps kissing it. Emma takes out her monk sword and she aims it 
at the man. Emma said, “Keep doing that and you will never be able to wrap your 
mouth around food again.” The man gets scarred and heads off. Emma is given a 
sparkling drink and she sips it. Some guy with a black moustache and is dressed like 


an Arab sits behind Emma. He said, “I think | have what you want. | am Zadik.” Emma 
said, “Where can | find it?” Zadik said, “You have to come with me. | suggest you wear 
this white cloth over yourself like me so they won’t identify us.”. Emma and Zadik leave 
the bar and they wear white cloths. Zadik takes Emma through a slummy neighborhood 
which is filled with sleeping homeless people and destroyed cars and electronics. 
Emma said, “| have seen such horrifying stuff but | never knew a place as slummy as 
this could exist. | only heard about them in myths.” Zadik said, “This place used to be 
nice until our overseers failed. They sold our world to a crime lord called, Honcho and 
now he runs the world. Everyone is poor and they have to report every valuable thing 
they have to him and if he likes it, he gets to take if for himself. That is why | built what | 
am going to show you.” 


Zadik takes Emma to his house. It is mostly empty but has some furniture and a 
TV and a cabinet. Zadik opens the cabinet and he punches a whole in the dry wall. It 
reveals a safe. Zadik opens up the safe and it reveals a small pocket-sized device with 
a screen and a keyboard on it. Emma said, “What is that?” Zadik said, “It is a data 
tracer. It traces wireless data being transmitted from anywhere. This thing went on the 
fritz the other day when the heist happened. Honcho has a price on my head for this. 
He must not know that | have it. That is why | am giving it to you. You need to have 
this. This is what tracks the data to the source where it is being kept.” The door to the 
house barges open and bad guys with lead pipes enter. The lead bad guy said, “There 
he is.” Zadik said, “Why hello kremlings. What can | do you for?” The lead bad guy 
said, “Honcho knows you have it and he wants it. He needs it more than you realize.” 
Zadik said, “I don’t know what you are talking about.” The bad guys crowd around 
Zadik and they are armed with lead pipes and one of them pulls out a pistol. Emma 
draws out her sword and she fights off the bad guys. Emma grabs onto the Zadik’s arm 
and she smashes a window with her feet and they run out of the house. Emma runs 
down the street with the device and she is holding onto the Zadik’s arm. Zadik said, 
“Why are you taking me with you? You saw what my fate was?” Emma said, “I don’t 
know what you know but you are too important to us to be killed like that. If you could 
build something like that device you showed me, | can only imagine that your potential 
against this unknown evil would give us a significant edge and may help us win this war 
on data.” Zadik said, “Il guess | will come with you then.” 


Bad guys are in pimped out convertibles and they chase after Emma and Zadik. 
Emma said, “Take my lead. Don’t question anything.” Emma zips to the last pimp car 
in the squad of cars and there is one person driving the car. Emma jumps and kicks the 
driver in the head and she uses her sword to pry him out of the car. Emma places 
Zadik in the seat next to her and she turns the car the other way and drives off. Zadik 
said, “Are you crazy? You are heading in the opposite direction. This is a dead-end 
neighborhood. You are going to get killed.”. Emma said, “Trust me. | know what I’m 


doing.” Emma cuts one corner and then she cuts another corner. She keeps changing 
her directions rapidly. The pimps cannot follow and they end up crashing into 
themselves and causing a mountain of debris. Emma zips past them and drives to the 
starship. 


Emma and Zadik get out of the pimp car and they are at the starship. Zadik said, 
“| didn’t think you monks were that talented but | guess | stand corrected. | will help you 
with this quest.” The trunk of the pimp car opens and a bad guy dressed in black and is 
armed with a pimp pistol jumps out and he shoots Zadik in the body. Emma throws a 
sword at the pimp and he loses the gun. Emma cuts up the gun and she aims her 
sword at the pimp. The pimp runs off. Emma inspects Zadik. He looks critically 
injured. Zadik said, “| guess | won’t be coming with you after all. That is fine. 
Technology is the new books. | wrote all | know about the data heist and everything 
that went on in this world in that device. It has everything. | am sorry | could not be with 
you for this...” Zadik dies. 


Emma takes off in her monk starship and she flies through Ultraverse space near 
the universe where she just was. Emma connects the device to the ship’s computer 
and she looks through the contents of it. She finds an article on Honcho. Emma said, 
“What is this? It says that Honcho has started a scheme to steal all the data of the 
world and possibly more so he can sell the data to unknown companies and make a 
fortune. | am glad | have this. | have evidence that Honcho is the crook behind this 
scam.” Emma keeps reading and she comes across blueprints to a ship that can cloak. 
It has coordinates of the ship and it also states how to make the ship visible. Emma 
said, “So it looks like | need to adjust the frequency of the infrared and ultraviolet viewer 
and now...” Emma sees things in the starship’s viewer she did not see before. Emma 
enters the coordinates and she ends up at the ship in the blueprints. Emma said, “Oh 
lord.” 


Keith and Augi are at the monastery looking over report records they have 
collected. Keith said, “So far, it seems that every monk has reported the same thing. It 
looks as though they have found data terminals that are empty without an explanation.” 
Augi said, “This is why the monks have been afraid of modern technology for the 
longest time. Until you joined, we feared something like this would happen. We lost 
that fear when you joined but after this incident, we have reinstated this fear.” Keith 
said, “Incidents like this are normal in the world of technology. | am sure it is possible to 
recover the lost data.” They receive a call from Emma. Keith answers it and Keith said, 
“Emma, did you find anything?” Emma said, “I did. | am sending you the coordinates of 
where | am now. | will penetrate the frigate and | will see what | can do for now. | 


suggest you head to the coordinates right now. There is a 99% chance | will need your 
help to bail me out.” Keith said, “Copy that. | am on my way out.” 


Emma uses the modified viewer and she sends the ship through a narrow 
corridor of the frigate. She slowly flies in the narrow passageway and she sees 
machines at work and simple robots processing simple tasks. Emma looks over the 
blueprints and Emma said, “I appear to be in the cloaking corridor. It says that the 
cloaking device must be stored in a location close to the exterior hull for it to fully 
function. Cloaking is its main defense. It looks like | already broken that line of 
defense. Emma ends up at the end of the corridor and she finds the main cloaking 
device. Emma leaves the starship hovering around the main cloaking computer. Emma 
gets out of the starship and she walks on a narrow and circular walkway around the 
computer. Emma looks at the controls and they are all set for, “Nominal.” Emma turns 
them all off and their screens turn red and the frigate is no longer cloaked. Emma said, 
“Keith should have an easier time finding me now that the frigate is no longer cloaked.” 
Defense turrets pop out of the walls and they fire on her starship and destroy it. The 
turrets start firing on her. Emma jumps off the walkway and she grips onto the edge of 
the corridor where there is all kinds of machinery at work. Emma takes out a fusion 
cutter and she cuts a hole in the edge and she jumps in the hole and she ends up in the 
main interior corridor of the frigate. 


Emma looks left and right and she sees nothing. Emma heads in one direction 
and she finds nothing but a long empty hallway. She goes another way and she is still 
in along and empty hallway. Emma said, “What is this place and how do | get out of 
here? The real question is, where are the people that run this place? Shouldn't there 
be people around or at least some defense droids or something?” Emma takes a seat 
and looks at the device. Emma looks at the blueprints and Emma said, “There should 
be a door right here but there isn’t. Maybe...” Emma takes out her fusion cutter and 
she tries to cut a hole in the wall and it does nothing. Emma said, “This is even more 
freaky.” 


Keith is ina monk starship and he finds the frigate and it is in clear sight. Keith 
said, “Emma must be at the frigate but | am not getting any messages or pings from her 
starship. Something must have happened.” Keith finds a hanger bay and he lands in 
the hanger bay. Emma is resting on the side of a wall and she sees a thin and tall 
humanoid robot with a dual bladed light sword with light green beams of light coming 
out of both ends of the sword. This robot runs down the hall and a door magically forms 
in the wall. Emma dashes and makes it through the door. The tall and thin robot duels 
Keith in the hanger. Keith slashes one of the blades and he spins and slashes the 
other. Emma takes out her sword and joins the battle. Emma said, “Il was wondering 


when you would get here.” Emma tries to duel the tall thin robot but his light green 
sword beams phase through her standard issue monk sword and they lock and duel 
with Keith’s cyan sword blade. Emma slashes the sword handle and she slashes the 
tall thin robot in the head. The tall thin robot rapidly swings the dual bladed sword and 
Keith tries blocking the attacks but the robot goes after Emma. Emma’s sword keeps 
phasing through the robot’s sword and the robot’s blade swings through Emma’s head. 
Emma falls to her knees and her brain bulges out of her head in pain. Keith duels the 
robot and he jumps onto the robot’s fist griping the dual bladed sword and Keith jumps 
off that and he cuts the robot’s head off and he cuts the robot’s body in two and the 
robot falls into pieces but the dual bladed sword is still intact. 


Keith goes to Emma and he said, “Emma. What do you feel?” Emma makes 
sounds and she falls over on the floor still griping onto her head in pain. The device 
Emma got from Zadik falls out of her pocket. Keith picks it up and he looks at the 
information on the device. Keith picks up the dual bladed sword. Keith sees a large 
wall on the side of the hanger. Keith looks around the hanger. Keith said, “There does 
not seem to be any doors in this place. The robot was somehow able to make a door 
appear on the wall. | wonder...” Keith sees some buttons on the sword and he presses 
some of them. One of the buttons makes a door magically appear on the wall and the 
door opens. Keith enters the door and he sees a giant machine with a green diamond 
in the center. There is green energy flowing from the diamond into computers and 
things that look like ray guns. Keith walks around the place and he takes out the device 
that fell out of Emma’s pocket. Keith said, “This thing had everything to know about 
data. It is giving me blueprints for some kind of data based super weapon. It looks like 
some criminal mastermind called, Honcho is behind all this.” Keith walks to the edge of 
the room and there is a window with a nice throne chair at the window. Keith looks at 
the throne chair and he sees Honcho sitting in the chair and he is dead. Keith said, 
“Honcho?” Keith feels Honcho’s arm. Keith said, “He seems to be dead. But how?” A 
computerized voice said, “You have just walked into the greatest plot that could never 
be known by mankind of any sort. You will now be subjected to the greatest amount of 
information you will ever experience.” Robot arms come out and they arm the ray guns 
and they fire green shots at Keith. Keith blocks one of the shots with his cyan sword 
and he uses the dual bladed sword and he blocks the other shots. Keith swings the 
data sword into the robot arms and it does nothing. Keith swings his cyan sword 
through the arms and it cuts them off. Keith keeps cutting down the robot arms with ray 
guns. 


The weapon in the center has a screen that shows it counting down. The 
computerized voice said, “Thirty seconds until data deployment.” Keith goes to the 
computer terminal on the weapon and Keith sweats in fear as he tries to deactivate it. 
Keith looks through the device. Keith said, “There doesn’t seem to be anything in this 


device on how to disarm this thing.” Keith presses more buttons and he gets kicked by 
another robot with a dual bladed sword. Keith duels the robot with both of his swords. 
Keith gets lured into a corner and he keeps dueling the robot and the timer is down to 
ten seconds. Emma enters the section and she has a slightly larger head and a 
deranged look on her face. Emma goes to the control terminal and she deactivates it 
and she finds a way to shut the power down to the entire place. The robot fighting Keith 
is suddenly deactivated and it falls to the floor and is useless. Keith goes to Emma and 
Keith said, “How did you do that?” Emma said, “It is very easy once you understand 
how data matrixes in the third quantum dimension run.” Emma presses some more 
buttons on the weapon and the diamond fades to colorless. Keith said, “What did you 
just do?” Emma said, “I reversed the data collection and | made it echo the data 
signatures back to where they came from. The inhabitants of the Ultraverse should go 
back to their computers and data centers now and find that all their data is back.” Keith 
said, “That’s awesome.” Emma said, “I also set the frigate to self-destruct in twenty 
seconds since that is the minimum amount of time for a self-destruct. We don’t need to 
escape. Existence is meaningless and the afterlife possesses more intrigue worth 
seeing.” Keith smacks Emma in the head with his sword and he knocks out Emma. 
Keith grabs Emma and the place starts to destruct. Keith runs to his starship and he 
flies out of the place with Emma. 


DDD News comes ona TV and George Ferrier is on the screen. George Ferrier 
said, “Hello, |am George Ferrier here with DDD News. In today’s news, all the data 
that was suddenly stolen for no known reason is suddenly back as if it were never 
touched. Thanks to this sheer miracle, everything can go back to normal.” The TV is in 
a rubber room at an insane asylum. Emma has a deranged look on her face and her 
hair is messed up and she is in her panties. She scribbles stuff down on a chalkboard. 
One of the guards said, “You have a visitor.” Keith enters the rubber room. Emma said, 
“Keith, look at what | found out. If you inverse the quantum signature of the phi alpha pi 
and then you forward the formula to the inverse notation of all that, we will have a 
means to become ultimate gods and there would be no more conflict.” Keith said, 
“What is it like? Our research showed that the blade that went through your head was a 
data sword. It was a sword made out of raw data. The sword’s data was so rich that it 
pretty much contains information on everything and that information was transmitted 
into your mind when the blade went through. You must know everything.” Emma said, 
“| do know everything. | know that wearing pants and making your hair are completely 
pointless things. | also know of too much disturbing evil there is in the Ultraverse and | 
now have my life dedicated to coming up with the correct formulas to treat any kind of 
injustice in the Ultraverse. The only problem is that they involve complexities that most 
mortal minds would never understand.” Keith said, “That is why | am going to stick with 
methods that most people know.” 


Keith is at the monastery in the office of Grand Master Augi. Augi said, “I heard 
you had another visit with Emma today. How’s she doing?” Keith said, “She was better 
this time around. She didn’t try to lock my brain into anything this time. She seems to 
know everything and a lot of the new information she has is the kind that would make 
any person insane. No one should know everything. Emma is living proof of that. 
Emma may never be normal again. It seems we may have lost one of our greatest 
monks due to too much information.” 


